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Secretaries of Ministries

Chief Secretaries of Provincial Councils

Heads of Departments

District Secretaries

Heads of Local Authorities

Heads of Government Corporations and Statutory Bodies

World Environment Day Celebration Programme - June 05, 2025

At the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment held in Stockholm in 1972,
with the objective of drawing global attention to environmental concerns, the 5th of June
every year was declared as World Environment Day. Since then, for more than five
decades, World Environment Day has been commemorated every year under specific
themes with a view to raising global awareness of the environment conservation and
drawing the attention of world leaders and policymakers to the global environmental
issues.

02.  Accordingly, the United Nations Environment Programme has organized the
celebration of Environment Day 2025 under the global theme of “Ending Plastic Pollution”.
The said programme intends to obtain collective measures to combat plastic pollution with
the ultimate goal of finding a permanent solution to the global issue of plastic pollution.

03. The rapid increase in plastic consumption has become a critical global
environmental problem, adversely affecting the environmental, social, economic, and
health dimensions of sustainable development. Plastics have become an essential
component of modern consumption patterns. Over the past few decades, global plastic
production has surged, reaching up to 430 million tons annually. Of this total, two-thirds
(2/3) are single-use items that are discarded after initial use. Less than 10% of this waste
is recycled, approximately 12% is incinerated, and the remainder ends up in landfills or is
released into waterways, including oceans. Plastic accounts for 80% of marine pollution,
with an estimated 8 to 10 million metric tons entering the oceans each year. Presently, it is
estimated that 50 to 75 trillion pieces of plastic and microplastics exist in the ocean. These
particles enter living organisms through water and air, causing various health issues. It is
estimated that every person consumes more than 50,000 plastic particles annually.
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04.  To create a society with a profound sense of care for the environment is the primary
objective under the environment pillar of the Clean Sri Lanka programme, a major
initiative of the present government. In this endeavour, action is being taken to involve the
public in various activities to protect the environment and maintain its sustainability. In
line with the theme of World Environment Day, as one step in the said task, special
attention has been given to identify the dangers of plastic usage and improper waste
disposal, which pose serious threats to both the environment and human health.
Accordingly, the concepts of Rethink, Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle are promoted to
encourage lifestyle changes aimed at addressing current environmental challenges and
inspire people to practice a sustainable way of life. Therefore, World Environment Day
should be celebrated considering as a valuable opportunity to motivate citizens to protect
the environment by promoting eco-friendly products, encouraging alternatives to plastics,
raising awareness across all parties from manufacturers to end users of plastics and
polythene, ensuring the sustainability of such measures.

05.  Inview of the above, "National Environment Week" is declared, concurrent with the
national celebration of World Environment Day, in terms of the Cabinet Memorandum
submitted on April 28, 2016, under the heading of "World Environment Day Celebration
Programme”. Accordingly, action has been taken to declare the week from 30th May to 5t
June as the "National Environment Week" as follows.

May 30 Plastic Waste Management Day

May 31 Reduce Air Pollution and Its Negative Effects Day

June 01 Environmental Cleanliness Awareness Day

June 02 Biodiversity Conservation Day

June 03 Water and Water Resources Conservation Day

June 04 Coastal Cleanup Day

June 05 Tree Planting and National Celebration of World

Environment Day

06.  Accordingly, it is emphasized that environmental protection programmes should be
initiated by government institutions, schools, the private sector, plantation companies, the
estate sector, non-governmental organizations, civil organizations and carried out with the
participation of the general community during National Environment Week, focusing on
the following actions:

I.  Conduct awareness campaigns in schools and institutions on the harms caused by
plastic use, and alternatives for plastics and promote a sustainable lifestyle making
changes in the lifestyle introducing the concepts of Rethink, Refuse, Reduce, Reuse,
and Recycle.

II.  Initiate programmes by Local Authorities for systematic plastic disposal, including
environmental clean-up activities, collection of discarded plastics/polythene,
waste classification, and waste management.

Ill. Conduct programmes by all the local government institutions to minimize plastic
burning, landfilling, and release of plastics into waterways including oceans.
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IV. Implement programmes to collect discarded plastics from homes, offices and
schools and direct them to waste collection centres. '

V. Implement appropriate programmes to minimize plastic usage in public places
such as parks, playgrounds, beach parks and community halls managed by Local
Authorities throughout the island.

VI. Develop a monitoring mechanism for the implementation of the existing legal
framework for the production and importation of environment friendly plastics
and develop a programme to make aware relevant parties, including the public, of
the same.

VII. Programmes to beautify the environment in public places.

VIII. Implement programmes for the rehabilitation of damaged lands, soil conservation
and sustainable land management.

IX.  Organize programmes for biodiversity conservation.

X. Identify environmentally sensitive areas such as water catchment areas,
reservation areas, riverbanks and wetlands and implement programmes for
conservation.

XI.  Minimize the use of plastic/polythene in coastal environmental zones

XIl.  Expand coastal tree cover and take measures to conserve mangroves

XIIl.  Identify and promote alternative green employments for plastic/polythene

07. Itis informed that all institutions should prepare plans in advance, for the execution
of proper environmental conservation programmes during National Environment Week,
with the active involvement of political leadership. Furthermore, to ensure the
sustainability of the said programmes, all institutions should implement appropriate
programmes at the school/institutional level on a monthly or quarterly basis.

08.  You are kindly requested to submit the progress of the above programmes to the
Secretary of the Ministry of Environment in soft copy via email to
pedudivision@gmail.com.

09. Furthermore, It is informed that all such activities should be carried out in
accordance with the provisions of circulars issued by the government.

Your active contribution and cooperation are expected to create an environmentally
sensitive community.

Sgd/ Dr. N.S. Kumanayake
Secretary to the President

Copies: 01.  Secretary to the Prime Minister - for kind information pl.
02. Secretary to the Cabinet of Ministers - for kind information pl.
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