
Death at Bundala National Park 

 

The incident I am about to tell you happened in 2004, just two years after my recruitment and 

second placement as Game Guard at Bundala National Park. 

 

To get familiar with Bundala National Park, one must know that it is situated adjoining the 

Wilma Sanctuary and is smaller than its peers across the country. Despite its size, it functions 

as the perfect petri dish of a rich and diverse habitat, allowing the avid onlooker a perfect 

opportunity to observe both fauna and flora thriving in its natural splendor. An example 

would be the annual visitation of migratory birds and the most welcome arrival of five 

species of sea turtle known to grace its bordering shoreline. It is realized soon enough by any 

wildlife enthusiast who visits Bundala, that those who work here possess an unparalleled 

familiarity of all animal and plant species in the Park’s domain and a thorough understanding 

of the laws pertaining to their conservation. 

 

Regrettably, the Park’s luster is not without its downsides. Although poaching is a rare 

occurrence in Bundala, there are occasions where it has been known to happen, so although it 

was unexpected, it did not come as a complete surprise when we received information of an 

infamous poacher, known for being aggressive with officers, being in the area. We planned 

on a raid to apprehend the perpetrator and end his days of poaching once and for all. 

 

So, on a fine humid night, we – Ranger Chamath Lakshman, Wildlife Guards Nihal 

Rathnapala and Y.D. Karunarathne, Assistant Wildlife Guard M. Karunarathne and I – started 

heading back after keeping watch for several hours beside the Bundala lagoon, when a 

gunshot pierced the tranquil silence and its echo reverberated throughout the forest. We 

followed the noise to its source and found ourselves near the bordering Wilma Sanctuary. 

 

The low, familiar rumbling which follows the ignition of a tractor caught our attention in the 

pitch dark, heavily dense forest. We followed the noise and soon enough, were able to make 

out two beams of light emanating from what was an advancing tractor, steadily approaching 

our direction. I could only make out Assistant Wildlife Guard Karunarathne and was unable 

to identify the whereabouts of the rest of our small group, but I did see the light illuminate a 

well-built man, armed with a hunting rifle, making his way toward the driver. 

 

With what precious little time we had left, we did not have the luxury of deciding on a proper 

strategy. I somehow managed to gesticulate to Karunarathne, that the two of us should circle 



around to the tractor’s rear, thinking it would be easier to intimidate the poachers if we gave 

the impression that they were surrounded. Karunarathne and I were several steps along on our 

way when we were distracted by sudden shouting. The rest of our group – who had been 

hiding closer to the suspect, had jumped on the armed man, and were attempting to wrestle 

the hunting rifle away from him. Almost immediately, the ruckus was interrupted by the 

sound of another gunshot.  

  

I made my way towards the commotion to see the poacher lay sprawled on the ground, blood 

gushing out of what appeared to be his ear. It was undoubtedly a grave injury. We fumbled 

around trying to stop the bleeding by applying pressure on the wound. Without wasting much 

time, we managed to load the incapacitated poacher and his now apprehended accomplice 

into our vehicle. As everyone seemed to be able to move without difficulty, we felt relieved 

with the realization that none of us had suffered any serious injuries.  

 

I remember the rest of the group setting out to take the apprehended driver to the Wildlife 

office while Ranger Chamath Lakshman and I took the incapacitated suspect to the hospital, a 

few minutes after being admitted, the hospital notified us that the person had succumbed to 

his injuries. 

 

After we gave our statements to the Hambantota Police, the Magistrate ordered a formal 

inquiry to be conducted at the place where the unfortunate incident took place. Through the 

inquiry, we came to know that the dead suspect was a member of a gang, which had drawn 

the ire of law enforcement multiple times. For about two days, we were the recipient of 

unsavory phone calls, no doubt a poor attempt to intimidate us to make up for the gang’s loss 

and wounded pride. Nevertheless, nothing they said or could have said for that matter, could 

impede us in doing our duty.  

 

On a happier note, this incident was the precursor to a much more amiable relationship 

between wildlife officials and law enforcement. Wildlife officers could be sure to receive any 

information which might require their attention much quicker than before with little 

bureaucracy. On an even happier note, since this incident, there have been no occurrences of 

poaching in Bundala National Park. 

 

 

 



Mr. M. Rathnasiri Perera 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. M. Ratnasiri Perera is currently working as a Wildlife Ranger at the Haggala Beat Office. 

He joined service as a wildlife ranger in 2000 and was promoted to Site Assistant and later to 

Wildlife Ranger. 

Ratnasiri Perera is an experienced wildlife officer who completed the Diploma in Wildlife 

Management at the University of Colombo in 2017 and was received the Sarath Kotagama 

Best Field Performance Award which is present to honour Prof. Sarath Kotagama. At present 

a successful program is being implemented by him to find solutions to save the leopard from 

the recent threats faced by the mountain leopard. 

Mr. Ratnasiri Perera leads a successful marriage with his wife and sons. His wife works at the 

Millaniya Pradeshiya Sabha and their only son is a third-year undergraduate in Physics at the 

University of Colombo. He lives in Horana. 

He has also completed all the relevant management courses. He also won the Outstanding 

Wildlife Merit Award in the year 2001, presented by the Department of Wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bundala National Park 

The Bundala Wildlife Sanctuary which had been December 5, 1969 was declared as a 

National Park on 04th January 1993 with the primary objective of protecting the Bundala and 

its adjoining lagoon system, one of the last habitats of the Indo-Asian bird migration route. 

Located in the Southeastern arid region of Sri Lanka, the Koholankala, Malala, Embiligala 

and Bundala shallow lagoon wetlands are home to a wide variety of bird species and 

migratory birds. For this reason, the Bundala Wetlands were declared the first International 

Ramsar Wetlands in Sri Lanka, on October 15, 1990, under the Ramsar International 

Convention is especially important for migratory aquatic birds. Covering an area of 6216 

hectares, although this National Park is a small National Park compared to other national 

parks it has many specialties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entrance of the Bundala National Park 

The Pathiraja area in the park has been identified as an archeologically important site due to 

the discovery of fossil evidence of a prehistoric human. The unique gravel and soil layers 

found in the Pathiraja area have been confirmed to be between 74,000 and 64,000 years old. 

According to Carbon 14 dating, these gravel layers have been identified as belonging to a 

composition called Iranamadu in the Tertiary Age. Archaeologists have unearthed evidence 

of human habitation in the area during the Stone Age, according to micro-tools found among 

the gravel layers. Furthermore, the discovery of semicircular and triangular stone tools in the 

sand dunes of the Bundala area has revealed many important facts about the history of human 

habitation of the island. Bundala National Park has been declared a Man and Biosphere 

Reserve by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sand dunes is in Pathiraja area 

Bundala National Park is located in the Magampattu area of the Hambantota District. In the 

lowland arid zone, the annual rainfall is 107.4 mm and the average temperature is around 

27
o
C. But April, May, and June are the hottest months of the year, with dry months from 

February to September. 

About 1/3
rd

 of the park is surrounded by submerged main lagoons. In addition, it consists of 

salt marshes, sand dunes, mangroves and grasslands. The main ecological zones in the park 

are shrublands with thorny bushes and lagoons. In addition to these ecosystems, other 

ecosystems found here include tropical deciduous forests, predominantly with Ceylon green 

wood, sand dunes vegetation communities, coastal vegetation communities, coastal 

grasslands, riverine forests, shrublands with mesquite trees, salty marshes, mangroves and 

seasonally flooded lakes and ponds. You can see riverine forests on both sides of the Kirindi 

Oya which falls into the sea from the Southern boundary of the park.  

About 383 species of flowering plants have been recorded from these ecosystems. Of these, 

06 species are endemic and 07 species are endangered. Endemic plants are Ceylon green 

wood (Manilkara hexandra),  Malittan (Salvadora persica),  Katupila (Tephrosia purpurea),  

Ranawara (Cassia auriculata),  Hedge box wood (Drypetes sepiaria). Coastal plants include 

Maha Rawana Rewla (Spinifex littoreus), Muhudu Bim thamburu (Ipomoea pescaprae), and 

Vishnu kranthi (Evolvulu salisinoides). Kalapu Andara (Prosopis juliflora) and Cactus 

(Opuntia dillenii), which spread throughout the ecosystem as invasive plants, are threatening 

the survival of the flora and fauna of the park. 

The Asian elephant plays an important role in the consideration of species. There are between 

10-15 permanent resident elephants and 25-50 migratory elephant groups that visit the park 

from time to time throughout the year.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Asian elephant 

 
 

Other mammals include Spotted deer, Wild Boar, Golden jackal, Toque Macaque, Indian 

hare, Common langur,  Leopard and Porcupine. Reptiles species such as Mugger crocodile, 

Estuarine crocodile, Python and  Cobra are prominat in the park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purple faced langur          Mugger crocodile  

   

Five of the seven species of turtles a kind of reptiles  living in the world have been recorded 

off the Bundala coast. A special turtle conservation project is also underway at the Bundala 

National Park to protect the eggs and juveniles of these sea turtle species; Green, Olive 

Ridley, Leather backed, Logger head and Hawks bill. The number of fish recorded in the 

Bundala National Park is 32 and there are 52 species of butterflies have also been recorded. 

 

These lagoons and associated swamps are ideal feeding grounds and habitats for aquatic 

birds. Birds are native to the park, especially the Sri Lankan jungle fowl, Painted stork, Blue-

faced malkoha and  Spot-billed pelican. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beauty of the Greater flamingos 

Greater flamingo and Black tailed godwit are some of the migratory birds that visit the park. 

Once a paradise for the Greater flamingo, the area has been affected by a shortage of food 

due to freshwater intrusion into the lagoon caused by current human activities. 

Other aquatic birds in the Bundala National Park 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

Lesser Whistling duck 

 

            

 

 

Yellow Wattled Lapwing                                                        

 



You may reach the park headquarters 256 km from Colombo via Galle, Tangalle on the 

Kataragama road, turn right at Weligatta junction and move 1.6 km from there. In addition, 

you can reach Bundala National Park within distance of 245 km on the Colombo-Ratnapura 

Road via Nonagama junction of Embilipitiya of Kataragama road.  

Bundala National Park has a tourist center and a souvenir shop and a special bird watching 

pavilion built for bird watching. Bungalow facilities are not available but there are several 

campgrounds. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Visitor Center front & inside 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



බූන්ද඼ ජාතික උදයානය පිළිබඳල විවත්රයේ ඇති ලෘක්඿යන්යේ නම් ඼ැයිවත්ුල 

பூந்த஬ ததொடர்஧ொ஦ யி஭க்கத்தில் கொணப்஧டும் நபங்க஭ின் த஧னர்ப் ஧ட்டினல் 

List of trees in the Bundala document 

 

 

 

 

 

Sinhala Names Tamil Names English Names Botanical Name 

පලු  ஧ொல஬ Ceylon iron wood Manilkara hexandra  

වීර வீலப Hedge box wood Drypetes sepiaria  

මලිත්තන් உகொய் Malittan Salvadora persica 

කටුපි඼ தகொழுஞ்சி Katupila Tephrosia purpurea 

රණලරා ஆயொபம் Ranawara    Cassia auriculata 

මශා රාලණ රුවු඼ த஧ொின 

இபொயணன் 

நீலச 

Maha rawana rewla Spinifex littoreus 

මුහුදු බිම් තඹුරු அடும்பு Muhudu bim thamburu Ipomoea pescaprae 

වි඾්ණුක්‍රාන්ති யிஷ்ணு கிபந்தி Vishnu kranthi Evolvulus alisinoides 

ක඼පු අන්දර சீலநக் 

கருவய஬ம் 

Andara  Prosopis juliflora 

පයතොක් ஥ொகதொ஭ி Cactus Opuntia dillenii 



බූන්ද඼ ජාතික උදයානය පිළිබඳල විවත්රයේ ඇති වතුන්යේ නම් ඼ැයිවත්ුල 

பூந்த஬  ததொடர்஧ொ஦ யி஭க்கத்தில் கொணப்஧டும் யி஬ங்குக஭ின் த஧னர்ப் ஧ட்டினல் 

List of animals in the Bundala document 

 

 

 

Sinhala name Tamil name English name Scientific name 

අලියා  னொல஦ Asian elephant Elephas maximus 

තිත් මුලා புள்஭ி நொன் Spotted deer Axis axis ceylonensis 

ලල් ඌරා  கொட்டுப் ஧ன்஫ி Wild boar Sus scrofa 

හිල඼ා ஥ொிக Golden jackal 

 

Canis aureus 

රි඼ලා தசங்குபங்கு Toque macaque  Macaca sinica 

ශාලා 
 

இந்தினகுமி ப௃னல் Indian hare   Lepus nigricollis 

අළු ලදුරා சொம்஧ல் ப௃கக் குபங்கு Common langur  Semnopithecus entellus 

යකොටියා புலி Leopard Panthera pardus kotiya  

ඉත්තෑලා  ப௃ள்஭ம்஧ன்஫ி Porcupine Hystrix indica 

කලු ලඳුරා கருங் குபங்கு Purple faced langur Trachypithecus vetalus 

ලලි කුකුෂා இ஬ங்லகக் கொட்டுக் 

வகொமி 

Sri lanka jungle fowl   Gallus lafayetii 

඼තු ලැකියා  நஞ்சள் ப௄க்கு ஥ொலப Painted stork   Mycteria leucocephala 

ලත නිල් මල් යකොශා  ஥ீ஬ ப௃கச் தசண்஧கம் Blue – faced malkoha  Phaenicophaeus 

viridirostris 

තිත් යශොට  පැව්තුඩුලා    சொம்஧ல் கூலமக்கடொ Spot- billed pelican Pelecanus philippensis 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sinhala name Tamil name English name Scientific name 

රජ සියක්කාරයා  அதநொிக்க பூ஥ொலப Greater flamingo  Phoenicopterus ruber 

කළු යපද ය ොයශොදු විත්තා கருயொல் ப௄க்கன் Black tailed godwit  Limosa limosa 

හීන් තඹ යවේරුලා 
  

சி஫ின சீழ்க்லகச்சிபயி Lesser whistling duck Dendrocygna javanica 

කශ යටිමල් කිර඼ා நஞ்சள் ப௄க்கு 

ஆள்கொட்டி 

Yellow wattled lapwing Vanellus malabaricus 

ශැ඼ කිඹු඼ා  சதுப்பு ப௃தல஬ Mugger crocodile Crocodylus palustris 

 ැට කිඹු඼ා தசம்ப௄க்கு ப௃தல஬ Estuarine crocodile  Crocodylus porosus 

යකොෂ කැව්බෑලා வதொணினொலந Green sea turtle Chelonia mydas 

බටු කැව්බෑලා ஒலிய ஥ி஫ச் 

சிற்஫ொலந, 

Olive ridley sea turtle  Lepidochelys olivacea 

දාර කැව්බෑලා வ஧பொலந Leather backed sea 

turtle 

Demochelys coriacea 

ඔලුය ඩි  කැවබ්ෑලා த஧ருந்தல஬க் 

கட஬ொலந 

Logger head Caretta caretta 

යපොතු  කැව්බෑලා அழுங்கொலந Hawks bill Eretmochelys imbricata 

පිඹුරා நல஬ப்஧ொம்பு Python   Python molurus 

නයා ஥ொகம் Cobra Naja naja 
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